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politico-national element among the Jews in Palestine.
Occasionally it seemed to become prominent, but only
through its predominance with a section of the Jews.
The Jews as a whole were not interested in politico-
nationalism. They never showed any real aptitude
for it, or they might never have lost Palestine.
Among the causes for the exiles which the Jews
suffered, an important place must be given to the
Jews* incapacity for maintaining a political nationalism
among themselves. Living in a country that lay
between the two great contending empires of that
time, they might have been able to maintain their
national existence and independence if they had had
political wisdom and the strength of national unity-
With these they might have continued to exist in
spite of their exposed location, just as Switzerland does
to-day. The end of the Jewish nation in Palestine
was largely due to the Jews* political ineptitude*

It was a rebellion fostered by a section of Jews in the
name of political independence that caused the final
destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. The history of
the Jews in the years immediately preceding its fall
is of rulers that cannot rule and of people that cannot
be ruled. There is a Talmudic legend that Jerusalem
was destroyed because of a quarrel between two
prominent men in the city. There is this measure